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Ohh what a night. The Brisbane City Hall was painted 
red and our guests arrived to a night of spectacular 
entertainment, food and frivolity. 

The 13th Dance for Daniel went without a hitch and raised over  
$70 000 towards supporting children and young people to 
be safe.Emotions ran high several times during the evening 
as speakers remembered Daniel and thanked Bruce and 
Denise for their ongoing efforts helping communities across 
Australia. 

Thank you to Kim Skubris our MC Extraordinaire, 
Swagamama the dance troupe with a difference, Big 
T and his vocal power, Dave Hughes and his laconic wit, 
Justin Veivers our auctioneer and the Kimberley Alexis Band 
who filled the dance floor until everyone had to go home 
and look forward to next year.

Stacey’s story
Raising awareness and funds for real people with 
real stories

Stacey is a young woman that the Daniel Morcombe 
Foundation has been proud to support. Sadly, her story 
is not unfamiliar to us. Stacey is a survivor of abuse. She 
was able to tell someone about the abuse she had 
experienced and get support. Stacey moved into a 
foster home and to this day her and her step mother 
Toni, still support each other.  

Stacey joined us at the Dance for Daniel to tell us 
a little about her experience with the Foundation 
including how she became an author and illustrator of 
a book which she hopes will help other young people.

Morky Awards
Dr Neil Carrington, Act for Kids, Julieann Cork, Child 
Safety and Billy Tindall, Ultra Marathon Runner 
and Fundraiser, received their Morky Awards for 
dedication to the safety and welfare of children and 
young people. 

Each of these amazing people have assisted the Daniel 
Morcombe Foundation in #KeepingKidsSafe
 

Pictured left, Bruce Morcombe, Dr Neil Carrington and Denise Morcombe

13th Annual 
Dance for Daniel

Stacey 
I don’t

believe youDaddy hurt
me mummy!

Nobody would 
believe me.

It’s my fault.

I’m all 
alone.

I’m the only one 
he did this to.

Why me?

It’s a secret shhh!

Drawings from Stacey’s book

Stacey’s book can be purchased by emailing northcoastadmin@lwb.org.au



Top honours at Australia Day Awards 
Dedicated and passionate child safety advocates, Bruce and Denise 
Morcombe were named the 2018 Sunshine Coast Australia Day 
Awards Citizens of the Year at a special ceremony held on January 
23 in Caloundra.

Excitingly the Daniel Morcombe Foundation was also recognised with 
the Organisation of the Year Australia Day Award at the event. Team 
DMF were very excited to be recognised with Founders Bruce and 
Denise Morcombe.

“Bruce and Denise 
Morcombe were 
each nominated as 
individuals for this 
award, however the 
judges had a hard 
time separating 
them which 
resulted in a tie and 
acknowledgment 
for them both,” 
Mayor Mark 
Jamieson said. 
“Their dedication 
to promoting child 

safety is honourable and this award is one way we are able to show our 
appreciation for their work. 

Our nominees in the Australia Day Awards are a very special group of 
achievers and this is our chance to say thank you. 

Their stories and efforts are inspirational and highlight how fortunate we 
are to have so many everyday heroes walking amongst us. They fully 
deserve this public recognition for what they do to make our region a 
better place.”

New Counselling Rooms
and Office Facilities

Progress is moving along nicely as 
architectural plans and building costs are 
being finalised. 
 
Exciting times for the remainder of 2018, as 
we put the finishing touches in place after 
collecting considerable feedback from key 
stakeholders. Located in Palmwoods the 
proposed new centre will be a modern facility 
that will be our home base for decades to 
come. In particular we are excited to have 
such a wonderful talent pool of local Sunshine 
Coast businesses all wanting to contribute. 

This includes Tim Ryan Project Manager, 
Damien Carroll, Dominic Carmine, Leonie 
Gotts - Murphy Builders, Brad Read - BRD Group 
Architectural Design, Blake Bell – Murray and 
Associates Surveyors and Town Planners, Troy 
Paulsen – Empire Engineering Structural and 
Civil, Mark Laverick – Plumbing Design and 
Drafting Hydraulic Engineering, Nick Howard - 
Element Design Landscaping Architecture and 
Marls Best – Australian Garage Supermarket. 
Many are offering their service free of charge.
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Queen’s Baton Relay an absolute 
privilege for Bruce and Denise
 
Thousands of Australian’s were chosen to carry the Queen’s 
baton on the final stages of its journey to the 2018 Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games. Launched on March 17 2017, by Queen 
Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace, the relay takes 388 days to 
reach the Gold Coast for the Games.

And have a look at these familiar faces spotted at Caloundra on 
March 27.  “We are so proud to receive this honour to carry the 
Queen’s Baton”, said Bruce Morcombe at the event. 

Denise stated, “I know I’m really carrying this baton for Daniel and my 
boys and of course for all the children and young people who have 
experienced abuse and neglect.” 

Bruce and I carry the Queen’s Baton so that all Australians remember 
that we must always put Keeping Kids Safe in the spotlight.  “One 
child harmed is a child too many.” 

Bruce and Denise followed their relay honour with a celebratory 
morning tea thanking local supporters of the Daniel Morcombe 
Foundation. 

More than 3,500 baton bearers will bring the baton across Australia to 
the opening ceremony on 4th April 2018.



Grandparents Together! 
 
We are excited to begin work on a brand new project called Grandparents 
Together.  

There are many Grandparents in our community who are caring formally or informally 
for their grandchildren. A key concern for many involves strategies for promoting 
safety for their grandchildren.

This project will bring together Grandparent carers to talk about child safety strategies, 
understanding how children and young people are using technology and how 
Grandparent carers can play a role in supporting healthy online behaviours as well as 
understanding strategies to reduce risk for children in the community.

The Daniel Morcombe Foundation is looking forward to listening to stories and 
understanding what extra information may be useful and then developing a hard 
copy resource with relevant content specifically for Grandparent carers.  

This project is sponsored by UnityWater and will be available in the Moreton Bay, Sunshine Coast and Noosa areas initially. Follow 
us on Facebook to find out about events near you or contact Georgina Livingstone Georgina@DanielMorcombe.com.au

School Visits
With all the enthusiasm a new year brings Bruce and Denise Morcombe immediately got down to business in their 
endeavours to keep kids safe. 

As Queensland Child Safety Ambassadors they had scheduled a diverse group of schools to attend. “We constantly question 
ourselves when we go through our waiting list of schools to determine if we are visiting the neediest. Our answer is always the 
same. They are all needy because perpetrators are online now chatting to kids. Thus the challenge is never the hours of travel 
or picking the ‘easiest’ ones. Realistically it is about the relevance of the ‘messages’ in our safety presentation and the ‘cut 
through’ of Daniel’s story to make it real,” explained Bruce.

Fourteen years after Daniel’s abduction and children who were not born back then are challenged to think of how quickly in 
their lives, ‘Safe can turn into Unsafe’. How do they Recognise potential danger, both in the physical and online world? Do they 
have a plan to find help by Reacting quickly? Have they thought about organisations or adults in their life who they can turn to 
and ask for help? 

“Report anything suspicious to someone on your Safety Network. You will be believed and you will be protected,” Denise 
highlighted as a key strategy. 

The 500 students at the International Islamic College were an engaging caring group of kids. So too the country students at All 
Saints in Boonah and Kalbar Primary school. Hercules Road State School on the Redcliffe Peninsula, Serviceton State School 
in Inala, the tiny alternative education Blackall Range Primary School in the Sunshine Coast Hinterland and Morayfield State 
School, Balaclava State School in Cairns, South Johnstone State School near Innisfail and nine schools around Gympie, all got 
the key messages!

A special thank you to the South Johnstone people who had made the Morcombe’s 
visit so meaningful with the opening of a garden dedicated to Daniel’s memory. 

Big shout out to Gympie Crime Stoppers and Gympie Police for organising over 1000 students from nine local schools to come 
together over two days of Child Safety Education in Gympie, Queensland.



1 June 2018
Drive for Daniel
Our annual golf fundraiser

26 October 2018 
Biggest Child Safety Lesson 
Stay tuned for more information about 
this years nationwide online broadcast  

Day for Daniel 
Australia’s biggest child safety awareness
event. Wear red, educate & donate  

Walk for Daniel 
Annual walk on the Sunshine Coast

Support the fundraising events on our 
website www.DanielMorcombe.com.au

Events

#TeamDMF
Denise’s trek for kids
In April Denise will be venturing out of her comfort zone to tackle the Arkaba 
Trek in the Flinders Rangers, South Australia for a fundraiser along with nine 
other awesome adventuring women.

100% of donated funds will be directed to support child victims of crime including 
our ‘Walk Tall Program’. The ‘Walk Tall Program’ under the Act for Kids umbrella, 
offers free counselling service to children who have been abused. 

You could also support, Sammy Power, media personality, who is joining the trek 
to assist our Foundation raise funds for counselling and support.  To donate please 
go to our website DanielMorcombe.com.au and follow the links to Denise’s Every 
Day Hero fundraising page.

Corporate thanks
Thank you to all of our corporate supporters. 

Because of you in 2017 over 1 million people started a conversation about child 
safety. Over 700 000 students received child safety education on Day for Daniel 
and 100s of young survivors of abuse accessed counselling and assistance.

Denise’s trek in SA
Sunshine Coast Marathon
Dollar for Daniel WA
Walk across England

New factsheets for professionals, parents and carers
We have started development of a suite of factsheets that aim to answer common questions 
that many have about the Daniel Morcombe Foundation and child safety issues.  

There is a lot of information out there for parents and carers to sift through when trying to 
find accurate evidence based information that answers common concerns about child 
safety and abuse prevention. We have tried to help by pulling together the most up to date 
research and presenting this in a practical easy to read format. You can read and download 
the factsheets on our website under Keeping Kids Safe Rsources.
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Fact Sheet 

I am concerned about a child

Is it child abuse?

If you have concerns about a child’s safety it can be difficult to know what to do. Most children and 

young people live in safe and supportive environments however some will sadly experience child 

abuse. This may be physical, sexual or emotional abuse, neglect or exposure to family violence. 

What should I do? 

• If a child is in immediate danger or if there is 

an emergency contact triple zero (000)

• Write down your concerns or observations,  

making note of times and incidents 

• Speak with the child gently, letting them  

know they can talk to you if they ever  

need to

• Don’t force or pressure the child to tell  

you what is happening, instead ask them  

how they are or let them know that you  

have noticed they are looking or  

behaving differently. This may provide an  

opportunity for the child to share what  

they may be experiencing
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Emotional abuse is not a one off incident but rather a pattern of behaviour over a period of time. 

It impacts on a child’s emotional, social, cognitive and intellectual development. It 1 June 2018 

persistent behaviour by adults such as rejection, isolation, ignoring, hostility, yelling, criticism or 

exposure to family violence. It is th
e most common type of abuse experienced by children and is 

likely to be present alongside physical and sexual abuse

Exposure to family violence is when a child hears or sees a parent, sibling or other family member 

experience, physical, sexual or emotional abuse. It could also be when a child sees the outcomes 

from the violence. Such as physical injuries to a person or damage to property

Neglect is the failure to provide the basic necessities for emotional and physical development and 

wellbeing of a child. This includes food, safe and hygienic housing, appropriate clothing, access to 

medical treatment, personal hygiene and adequate supervision 

Physical abuse is when a child experiences deliberate physical injury or trauma. Most commonly it 

includes hitting but can also be biting, shaking, burning or poisoning

Sexual abuse is when an adult, child or adolescent uses their power and authority to involve a child 

in sexual activity. Sexual activity includes sexual intercourse and also a range of sexual behaviours 

that can be physical, verbal or emotional

• Be conscious of the child’s safety and 

your own. If you think your direct 

intervention will affect yours or the child’s  

safety, leave it to the people who are  

trained in this area to respond.  You may  

be able to provide support later down  

the track

• Report your concerns to child protection  

services in your state or territory.  There are  

slightly different processes depending  

on where in Australia you live. Usually it  

involves making a phone call and  

speaking with a professional in a statutory  

child safety agency.  In some locations  

there is online or eReporting for child  

safety reports. The Australian Institute  

of Family Studies provides an up to date  

list of contact details for making a report  

in each state and territory in Australia
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Fact Sheet 
Child sexual abuse

What is child sexual abuse?
 
Sexual abuse of children is against the law.
 
Child sexual abuse is when an adult, another child 
or adolescent uses their power to involve a child 
in sexual activity.  Sexual activity includes sexual 
intercourse and a range of sexual behaviours 
that can be physical, verbal or emotional.  

• Touching or asking a child to touch  
a penis, vulva, vagina, anus or breasts  

• Oral sex or penetrating a child’s vagina  
or anus by either a penis, finger or other  
object

• Showing sexual body parts to a child or  
masturbating in front of a child

• Sexual kissing and touching 

• Exposure to sexual content and images  
online, in magazines or on film

• Speaking to a child in a sexually explicit 

• manner in person, on the phone or 

• sending sexual messages via text or online

• Taking sexual pictures of a child

How common is child sexual abuse?

It is hard to determine the prevalence of child 
sexual abuse. Many children and young people 
may never tell that they have experienced 
harm. Many do not disclose until they are adults.  
Research indicates that between 1 in 4 girls and 
1 in 6 boys will experience sexual abuse before 
the age of 18.  

It is likely that these figures are actually higher 
due to the low disclosure rate, secrecy and 
stigma that surround experiences of child sexual 
abuse. The average age when abuse occurs is 9 
years of age.  

Who sexually abuses children?

People who sexually abuse children are usually 

known to the child and/or the child’s family.

The rates of strangers sexually abusing children 
is very low. About 90% of child sexual abuse 
perpetrated by adults is carried out by adult 
males who are known to the child. Between 3.9% 
and 10.7% of child sexual abuse is perpetrated 
by adult women, also known to the child.

Children and young people can also be 
perpetrators of sexually abusive behaviours 
towards other children. 30% -50% of all child 
sexual abuse involves children engaging in 
sexually abusive behaviours with their peers.

What is grooming?

• People who sexually abuse children will 
often engage in what is called grooming. 
Grooming is when a person gains the trust of 
a child and/or their caregiver by developing 
a bond.   

• This may be a gradual process and often 
does not start with sexually abusive touch or 
behaviours. It can be recognised by looking 
out for signs such as:

• Taking an over interest in a child face to face, 
by phone, text and/or online

• Regularly offering to spend time with a child 
alone, wanting overnight visits or co sleeping

• Being exceptionally helpful in supporting a 
family, in a way that is outside the person’s 
role 

• Buying a child gifts or providing food, clothing 
or other necessities

• Insisting on touching or tickling a child when 
the child doesn’t want to. This touch may 
increase in intensity and  sexual nature as the 
child grows more used to the initial touch

• Encouraging children to use alcohol and 
drugs with them 

• Showing explicit materials, pornography 
and/or their body and genitals to a child
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Fact Sheet Child Sexual Abuse

What is child sexual abuse?
 
Sexual abuse of children is against the law.

 
Child sexual abuse is when an adult, another child 

or adolescent uses their power to involve a child 

in sexual activity.  Sexual activity includes sexual 

intercourse and a range of sexual behaviours 

that can be physical, verbal or emotional.  
• Touching or asking a child to touch  

 a penis, vulva, vagina, anus or breasts  
• Oral sex or penetrating a child’s vagina  

	 or	anus	by	either	a	penis,	finger	or	other	 

 object
• Showing sexual body parts to a child or  

 masturbating in front of a child
• Sexual kissing and touching 

• Exposure to sexual content and images  

	 online,	in	magazines	or	on	film
• Speaking to a child in a sexually explicit 

 manner in person, on the phone or 

 sending sexual messages via text or online

• Taking sexual pictures of a childHow common is child sexual abuse?It is hard to determine the prevalence of child 

sexual abuse. Many children and young people 

may never tell that they have experienced 

harm. Many do not disclose until they are adults.  

Research indicates that between 1 in 4 girls and 

1 in 6 boys will experience sexual abuse before 

the age of 18.  
It	 is	 likely	 that	 these	 figures	 are	 actually	 higher	

due to the low disclosure rate, secrecy and 

stigma that surround experiences of child sexual 

abuse. The average age when abuse occurs is 9 
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Who sexually abuses children?People who sexually abuse children are usually 

known to the child and/ or the child’s family. 

The rates of strangers sexually abusing children 

is very low. About 90% of child sexual abuse 

perpetrated by adults is carried out by adult 

males who are known to the child. Between 3.9% 

and 10.7% of child sexual abuse is perpetrated 
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What is grooming?
People who sexually abuse children will often 

engage in what is called grooming. Grooming is 

a when a person gains the trust of a child and/ or 

their caregiver by developing a bond.   This can be a gradual process and often does not 

start with sexually abusive touch or behaviours. It 

may be recognised by looking out for signs such 

as:

o Taking an over interest in a child face to 

 face, by phone, text and/or online
o Regularly offering to spend time with 

 a child alone, wanting overnight visits or 

 co sleepingo Being exceptionally helpful in supporting 

 a family, in a way that is outside the 

 person’s role o Buying a child gifts or providing a child 

 with food, clothing or other necessities
o Insisting on touching or tickling a child 

 when the child doesn’t want to. This  

 touch may increase in intensity and

 sexual nature as the child grows more

 used to the initial toucho Encouraging children to use alcohol and 

 drugs with them o Showing explicit materials, pornography 

 and/or their body and genitals to a child
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Frequently asked questions

What is Day for Daniel?

Day for Daniel is Australia’s largest national day of action to raise awareness of child safety, protection 

and prevention. It is held on the last Friday of October every year and honours the memory of Daniel 

Morcombe.  The theme of the day is to wear Red, Educate and Donate. Parents, carers and educators 

are asked to start a conversation with children and young people about personal safety. Schools and 

kindergartens conduct child safety education activities. Businesses and community come together to 

raise awareness of child safety issues. It’s the Daniel Morcombe Foundation’s biggest fundraiser of the 

year. Monies raised on the day fund our education programs, resource development and support. 

Why do we wear red?

We ask people to wear red on Day for Daniel in remembrance of Daniel Morcombe. Daniel was wearing 

a red t-shirt when he was abducted on 7 December 2003. He was last seen waiting for a bus. It was 

suspected at the time that Daniel may have been murdered and this was later confirmed. Wearing red 

links Daniel’s very real story to the importance of safety education. It provides a message of strength and 

hope that together we can make the world safer for all children as a legacy to Daniel and his family.

How can I educate?
The key child safety message on Day for Daniel encourages children to Recognise, React and Report if 

they don’t feel safe. Conversations or education does not need to be scary or risk focused but should 

highlight topics such as recognising body clues, understanding body ownership, naming private body 

parts and identifying adults who can help if a child feels unsafe.  It’s important to ensure the information 

you are sharing is age and developmentally appropriate. Check out our videos and activity sheets to 

help you start a conversation. Using every day opportunities (such as a situation a character on a TV 

show may find themselves in) to reinforce personal safety messages is a great strategy to ensure you 

keep communication open and demonstrate that you are willing to talk about being safe. 

How do I answer questions about Daniel?

There are many children and young people who may be curious to know about Daniel and why we 

have a Day for Daniel. It is important children learn about Daniel without getting overwhelmed, scared 

or sad. Day for Daniel is a day to be positive about learning to be safe.

For children
Daniel was a boy who was abducted. This means he went missing because an adult took him. Daniel 

died and his Mum, Dad and family were very sad. But they don’t want you to be sad. They want all 

children to know about being safe and who they can talk to if they feel unsafe. This is why we have Day 

for Daniel. Luckily, what happened to Daniel doesn’t happen very often, so there is no need for you to 

worry too much. There are lots of things we can talk about to help you to stay safe. What do you think 

about this story? Do you have any other questions? If you ever felt unsafe who could you tell?  
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The incredible team at Bidfood 
donated $68,000 from their annual 
company wide Day for Daniel 
fundraiser. They also bought 6 
tables at Dance for Daniel. Thank 
you Bidfood, your support makes 
a huge difference and it means 
the world to us. 

Springfree Trampoline donated 
$8,360 and a Trampoline to 
auction at Dance for Daniel

The Good Guys generously 
donated $15,000 presented here 
at Dance for Daniel

Liberty IU donated $5,000, thank 
you so much for your support


